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The SPARKPLUG 44 hon-pAan fLL and published fonr Lhe Lnfoamalion of
oA members and gaionds, Deep Sowlh Reglon meetings arc held onec
cach manth on Ui ol Thuraday at 7:30 PN al the AACA,
club-house at 951 Foaeal MLL orive at ledglen Blud,  The SPARKPLUG

Wil l be madted Lhe wechend before cach meeling, Annual ducs arce

415,00, Thia®dncludes wife memberslip Lf she i3 a Natiotnl A.AC.A
for joint] mombea, National diues ane $10,00 s4ngle and 422,00 .
joint [husband § wifel. Membership £s rcquined Ln Le Nationak: .
_A,A.C_A. 4§ o arc a reaional memben.

ARCA Membership Renewal

In next week ar so you gheuld recaelive your Septemhew~0ctober issue
aof the Antique Automobile, Yaur 1992 AACA membership rernewal notice
will be on the back of the mailing label. Remember to put this aside
and make a note to renew you? membersnip. Yoo will ke o Yo mem
bership card that your 1991 membership expires December 31. AACA
begins issuing renewals about the First of November.

GoOD I8 LIKE

God is like Coke-He's the real tﬁing.

God is like Pan Am—He makes the going great.

God is like Gerneral Electric—He lights your path.

God is like Bayer Aspirin-He works wonders.

God is like Hallmark Cards—He cares ericugh to send the very best.
God is like Tide-He gets the stains out that cthers leave behind.
God is like VO Hair Gpray-He holds through all kinds of weather.
God is like Dial Scap—Arern’t you glad youw know HMim? Dem’t you wish
everyone did?

God is like Seavs—Héﬁhas everything.

God is like Alka-Seltzer—-Try Him, yoa? 11 like him.

Gad is like Scoteh tape-You can't see Him but you know Hels there.

Copied by,
Old Hop
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STATE OF ALABAMA
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

NINTH DIVISION
OFFICE OF DIVISION ENGINEER ]
GUY HUNT 1701 BELTLINE HIGHWAY, NORTH PERRY A. HAND
GOVERNOR MOBILE, ALABAMA 36618-9986 HIGHWAY DIRECTOR
Telephone: 470-8200
Fax: 473-3624

September 3, 1991

Mr. Geary W. Polk

Antique Automobile Club of America
Deep South Region

625 Highland Wood Drive, East
Mobile, Alabama 36608

Dear Mr. Polk: =

COCHRANE/AFRICA TOWN-U.S.A. BRIDGE OPENING CEREMONY

T would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to you and
your club for participating in the opening ceremonies ror the Cochrane/Airica

Town-U.S.A. Bridge.

Your cars added a touch of class to the event, and we have had many favorable
comments and expressions of appreciation.

I enjoyed working with you and look forward to other opportunltles when we can
work together again. ‘

Yours very truly,
M. L. Risher
Division Engineer

RMD/rnp

cc: File (2) s

FOR SALE;
1969 Chevy Convertlbla. V-8 35@ gocod. Olive Green, Black

and good tires. Contact, Mavis Fleminmg—-473-8066.

FOR SALE:

1253 Buick Special. 4 dr sedan. Partly stripped, make offer.
Contact, Donm Vanatta—-343-60023.



The romirating committee for 1992 are.

Tom Browrn, Eill Whiting,

Emb Hedberp, Pierre Fontana, and Lloyd Crawdus. The chaivman of the
ncminating committee will armcounce the canddidates for rext year at
the meeting Thursday wight October, 24. BE THERE ! ¢ ! vt ov

The Christmas party will be held at the clubhouse on Satwurday, Dec.
14. The club will furnish the turkey and dressing. Each member is to
bring a covered dish. The time of the party will be armcuced later:
The calling committee will be calling with further details.

Auto club meetings

The following is a list of area auto clubs and their meeting times:

@ The Deep South Region Antique Automobile Club of America
meets on the fourth Tnursday of each monis at 7:50 p.u. ui daelr
clubhouse at Forest Hill Drive and Zeigler Boulevard.

# The Old South Antique Auto Club meets on the second Sunday
of each month at 2 p.m. at their clubhouse in the Festival Centre.

& The South Alabama British Car Club meets on the second
Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. Call Sue Mason at 928-5336 for
information about the meeting place.

4 The Azalea City Classics club meets on the second Sunday of |

each month at 2 p.m. at the What-A-Burger on U.S. Highway 90.
# The Mustang Club meets on the second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the What-A-Burger on U.S. Highway 90.
# The Mo-Par Club meets on the first Monday of each monthat 7
p.m. at the What-A-Burger on U.S. Highway 90.
# The Corvette Club meets on the second Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m. in suite 199 of the Festival Centre.

4 The Lower AlabamaStreet Rod Association Inc. meets the first :

and third Tuesdays of each month at 7 p.m. at Classic and
Performance Cars on the Gulf Shores Parkway.

MEETIMKMG THURSDEY 4

Supreme Among
Small Cars
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Outirngs:
Oct. 25-&&+Merdian Misissipps Shaw.

Nov. 8-9-Swap Meet—-Car Cerral & thlque Vehicle Shows. Jacksan,
Mississippi.

Nov. 3-Fecan Festival, Theadore, Alabama.

Nav. 9~ Dirmer with cwr friends from Mot gomery Alabama, and
Farama City, Florida.

Nov. l11-Veterans Day Farade.
Nov. 16-Goodrum Outing.

Nov. —23-30. Louisian Region AACA Fall Tour ta Neorth Alabama and

other places, Ronrie Galliarc. SD4~273-6107.
|

-

Deep Scuth Regiorn AACA Club will meet the visiting clubs fram
out of state at the Holiday Ivn at 6:30 Saturday November, 9
for the tour dirmer at 7: pP.m. We have made resemvaticms for 25—
2@ members from cur club.

‘

Oct. 26, is the deadlirne for the banmguet at the Holiday Ivr.

It must be confirmed by this date. Ray, will be callirng Baob
Forter back and giving him the riamber attending. The cost‘uf the
barnguet will be 412.1% a person whether you show cr not. Seg
Jearmie Hepler. She will be acceptirng the money at the meeting.

BEING RESTORED; .

Laverne Hopkins, FPeggy Moseley, Eugenia Youens, Frarnces Dillehdy,
Tam Brow., Nell Few fell and broke a small bome in her shoulder
while she arnd Elvin were ir Hershey. Get well soaorn you? all we miss
yoid.

when?

TR TR e



THE UNITED STATES

ALABAMA—1903 or later

On October 9, 1909, the Alabama State Legislature approved an act re-
quiring automobile owners 1o register with the probate judge of their
county. But few — if any — of these counties required any sort of
numerical display on motor vehicles, By 1910 the cities of Birziinghnm,
Mohile and presumably others were providing number plates to
automohile owners. These annually-issued plates were poreelain-enamel-
¢d iron and dated.

The first state-issued license plates in Alabama appeared in 1912 and
were attached to the nearly 5000 motor vehigles in the state. The only
difference between these annually-issued plates and carlier local plates
was that these state plates carried no date. In 1916 these enameled iron
plates were replaced by an embossed metal type, and in 1917 the first
dated markers appeared.

From that day to this, Alabama plates have heen issued annually, with
the exception of 1943 when, due to the metal shortage caused hy World
War 1I, 1942 plates were reused with the addition of windshield
stickers in a variety of color combinations.

From 1922 to 1927 license plates on privately-owned vehicles carried
the word “PRIVATE,” and since 1955 the plates have carricd a heart.
shaped design bearing the motto “HEART OF DIXIE.”

FLORIDA—1905

The histary of motor vehicle registration in Florida is somewhat con-

fused since registration started under state aegis, passed for several

years to city and county control and finally reverted again to the state.
x

Car owners provided their own plates between 1905 and 1911, Most of
these were metal numbers attached to the conventional leather pads and
included the abbreviation of the state.

In 1912 counties and citics became responsible for registrations, and
hetween that year and 1917 hundreds of varietics of plates were issued,
Some cities bowed to county authority in registrations, hut in other in
stanees where city plates were issued, those motorists were exempt from
county registration.

In the six years of local registrations nearly every imaginable material
ant eolor scheme was noted on Florida plates as well as a great diversi-
ty in size, some being no ldarger than motoreyele tags. Oddly enough,
nearly all of them carried the designation “auto,” the “rra” ab.
breviation as well as their local designation and, in a few cases, the
county secal.

A flat metal plnlc._ilppcurcd in 1918 after the state again became the
enforcing and issuing agency, and from 1919 to the present all plates
have been, made of embossed metal,

For a few years in the Twentics the plates were embellished with an
outline of the state’s shape, and in 1934 and 1935 the design in-

corporated a scparate plate in reversed colors on which the date and

vehicle classification was noted.

A particular oddity was the 1935 series on which Florida attempted to
get in a plug for its grapefruit and accordingly added two small sym-
bols intended to convey the shape of the fruit, If the plates had been
yellow on black instead of black on yellow, this might have been
benelicial, but as it was the insignias resembled small bombs as they
appeared to caricaturists in their cartoons of anarchists.

Florida plates have included the legend “suNsitiNg STATE" on them for
many years, and in 1965 they noted the “400TH ANNIVERSARY" of
discovery.

For ghe last thirty years Florida plates have carried prefix numbers
designating the county of registration with some also carrying a small
letter denoting weight classification.

A unique scries of Florida passenger car plates are thosc issued to
members of the Seminole Indian tribe. These plates bear the designa-
tion “SEMINOLE INDIAN.” :

MISSISSIPPI—1912

Mississippi is unique among all the states-in that its first officially-
issued number plates turned out to be illegal!

Elfective June 1, 1912 the first Mississippi plates appeared as dated,
black on white embossed markers of soft metal. A new series, also
black on white but undated was scheduled to be issued April 30, 1914.
Until then, it was reasoncd, the original issue would have to serve for
1913 as well as 1912.

But controversy brewed over the legality of the first, 1912-13 plates,
and under an act of the Missigsippi State Legislature of February 19,
1914, some $28,040 was ordered refunded to automobile owners for
registration fees paid in 1912 and 1913. The law which had required
gaid registrants to pay had been declared unconstitutional by the
Supreme Court!

The new, undated 1914 plates were used through 1918. During the
following year annual plates began to be issued, a practice which con.

tinues to today.

Since 1941, the county of issuance has appeared on Mississippi
passenger car plates. -
I

LOUISIANA—circa 1906 )

Although the date when numbers were first used in Louisiana registra-
tions is unknown, numbers werc carried on motorcars in Shreveport as
early as 1900; several cities and a few parishes required registrations
annually aflter that time including Baton Rouge and New Orleans.

Between 1915, when the first dated and embossed metal -state-issued
plates appeared, and 1942/plates were issued annually., The 1942 series
was continued through 1043 with revalidation by windshield sticker. A
gompressud-pupe. aatke: wee ussd LR 1944 and thg gnbossed metal
type reappeared in 1945 destined to last till the present time. Since
1964, plates have been issued every other year with a windshield sticker
used for revalidation purposes.

Two differently colored plates were issued in Louisiana between 1922
and 1929; one went to owners of cars developing less than 23 hp and
the other plate was issued to owners of cars developing more than 23

hp.

The first pelican insighe was used on Louisiana plates in 1932, replac-
ing the conventional hyphen between numbers. It was omitted from the
design of 1940 and 1941 plates which featured instead a small map of
the state, but the pelican reappeared in 1942, continuing until 1964
when passenger-car registrations exceeded a million. Then a code letter
was substituted for the insigne. An interesting feature of the pelican
device itsell is the bird’s open bill on plates used between 1942 and
1958. On all other plates carrying the pelican insigne, the bird's bill is
closed.

Louisiana plates advertised one of the state’s primary crops in 1954
with the motto “LoulstANA YAMs.” In 1960 tabs paid respect-to one of
the state’s leading educational institutions by including the legend “'LsU
CENTENNIAL” in jts plate design. Louisiana has used its number plates
to advertise “SPORTSMEN'S PARADISE” in 1958-59 and from 1961 to date.
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Jeannie Hepler
11620 Erady Road
Semmes, Al. 26375

Jim Henderson '?%
P.0. Box 9037 =
Mobile, Al. 36691



